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maximum of aridity to the extreme of humidity. It
has, therefore, vegetation of the Oriental, European,
African, Tibetan, and Siberian types, and some
idea of the variety of flora may be gathered from
the fact that India contains 17,000 species of
flowering plants and 600 species of ferns, and
botanists divide the country into no fewer than
sixty-four provinces. Ilex and eugenias smothered
in orchids, tall flowering trees as gay as tulips,
tree ferns as high as oaks, palms as thick upon
the ground as grass, teak lofty, strong, giant-
leaved, and fit

"To be the mast
On some great ammiral,"

forests of rhododendrons, counties carpeted with
sensitive plants, grass and reeds taller than the
tower of the village church, wide plains covered
with dreary euphorbia and camel-thorn, endless
swamps of tamarisk, such are a few of the countless
vegetable phenomena.

Most kinds of men and women are found in
India; most, partly from choice, partly from neces-
sity, are practically vegetarians ; and food, housing^
and clothing are cheap to a degree impossible of
comparison with the like conditions in Europe.

British India comprises 1,097,901 and the*native
States occupy 690,272 square miles, while the popu-
lation of British  India is 232,072,832 and of the
native States 61,325,376.   Of the provinces Bengal